The FASM Process

The Fellowship of the Australian Society for Microbiology (FASM) is the highest award conferred by the Society to those seeking recognition from their peers for their contribution to Microbiology in Australia.  The qualification is overseen by the National Examinations Board (NEB) of the ASM.

The award of FASM is subject to a transparent and consistent examination process.  This process is divided into three parts (Parts I-III) which test different aspects of microbiological expertise.

Part I
is a general examination in microbiology, comprising both written and practical tests.  The written tests include multiple choice questions.  The Part I exam is intended to act as a focus for those wishing to refresh their understanding of current microbiology, and recognises that especially undergraduate microbiology is a dynamic science.  Candidates for FASM may have learned their undergraduate microbiology more than 10 years prior; since that time many important methodologies (e.g. polymerase chain reaction, or fluorescent in-situ hybridization) have been implemented .. may have been implemented during the intervening period.  It is expected that candidates would sit for Part I after studying the syllabus for at least 6 months, and perhaps after attending some undergraduate lectures.  Tutorials can be arranged where there is specific demand.

Exemptions from Part I – are usually granted to candidates with higher degrees in microbiology (MSc, MD, PhD), including coursework higher degrees.

Part II
examines expertise in a specialist area of microbiology (eg. Medical Virology) and assumes an understanding of at least one related areas of microbiology (eg. Serology).  The exam comprises three essays, completed in a single supervised sitting.  The exams cover a) the nominated speciality area, b) a related speciality and c) laboratory management.  Nominated speciality areas may reflect eg. special interest groups of the ASM, but are generally defined by negotiation between the candidate and the NEB.

Exemptions from Part II – are usually granted to candidates holding research higher degrees in a subject area that is microbiological, or closely allied with microbiology (eg. serology).  The higher degree must comprise more than 18 months full time study.  The research component of the higher degree examination should be more than 67% of the total marks.  Exemptions from Part II are hence usually granted for MSc (by research), MD, or PhD.  

Part III
Demonstrates that an individual has a depth of understanding in a specialised area of microbiology.  Part III is usually satisfied by a scholarly dissertation. This dissertation may be a recently (within 2-3 years) published major review, an edited introduction from a PhD thesis, or a similarly thorough and referenced document with considerable academic depth.  A typical FASM dissertation comprises 20-40 typed pages with between 50-150 references. Candidates are strongly encouraged to publish their Part III dissertation.  An alternative to the ‘purpose-written dissertation’ may be a collection of published works - normally 10 - 15 high impact refereed scientific journal publications.  It is expected that such works would be bound, prefaced by an in-depth introduction of 10-20 pages and conclude with a critical summary (normally 10 - 15 pages) which summaries the current state of the art in the area, and the candidates key contributions to the area.
Exemptions from Part III - are no longer granted.  All FASM candidates are required to deposit a document, which satisfies the requirements for Part III of the FASM exam, with the NEB.  

